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Overview

The A-level builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills gained at GCSE.
It constitutes an integrated study with a focus on language, culture and society.
You will study technological and social change, looking at diversity and the benefits it brings. You
will study highlights of French-speaking artistic culture, including francophone music and cinema,
and learn about political engagement and who wields political power in the French-speaking

world.

You also explore the influence of the past on present-day French-speaking communities.
Throughout your studies, you will learn the language in the context of French-speaking countries
and the issues and influences which have shaped them. You will study texts and film and have
the opportunity to carry out independent research on an area of your choice.

What you will study

e Positive features of a diverse
society

e Life for the marginalised

e How criminals are treated

First year Aspects of French-speaking Artistic culture in the French-speaking
society: current trends world
e The changing nature of family | e A culture proud of its heritage
e The 'cyber-society' e Contemporary francophone music
e The place of voluntary work e Cinema: the 7th art form
Grammar
Study of chosen Literary texts or Films
Individual Research Project (IRP)
Second Aspects of French-speaking Artistic culture in the French-speaking
year society: current issues world

e Teenagers, the right to vote and political
commitment

e Demonstrations, strikes

e Politics and immigration

Grammar

Study of chosen Literary texts or Films
Individual Research Project (IRP)




Examples of Literary texts: Example IRP questions from previous years:

e Joseph Joffo Un sac de billes
e Faiza Guéne Kiffe kiffe demain
e Philippe Grimbert Un secret

e Delphine de Vigan No et moi

e How does French society protect its language
and culture?
e \What did Marie Curie contribute to French

] science?
Examples of Films: e What environmental challenges are faced by
e [es 400 coups Francgois Truffaut Paris and how is the city responding?
e [ a Haine Mathieu Kassovitz e The history and achievements of Les Restos du
e Un long dimanche de fiangailles Coeur.

Jean-Pierre Jeunet
e FEntre les murs Laurent Cantet

e Schooling in the French-speaking world.

Assessment

Paper 1

How it's assessed - Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes

Listening, You will be assessed on your comprehension via the listening and reading

Reading parts of the paper. In the listening, you are in control of the listening file (but

and you must finish it within the allocated time)

Writing All questions are in French. There are 2 translation tasks from English to
French and vice versa.

Paper 2: How it's assessed - Written exam: 2 hours

Writing You will answer an essay question in French for each of the two works you will
study.

Paper 3: How it's assessed - Oral exam: 21-23 minutes

Speaking There will be a discussion based on a stimulus card, based on the topics

studied throughout the 2 years.
This will be followed by the topic of your Independent Research Project, which
you will present and discuss.

Skills you need to be successful in French A-level

To have studied French at GCSE higher level

A passion for communication and an openness to French culture

Good knowledge of French grammar and vocabulary

Research and presentation skills (in writing and speaking)

Can critically analyse texts

Linguistic knowledge to facilitate connections between your English and French
General knowledge of world affairs

Suitable combinations

A-Levels in Humanities, Economics, and English. However, a language will suit any subject
combination and will look great to any university.

Progression to higher education / vocational destinations




The UK and the wider world need people with language skills (translation, commerce,
teaching, tourism, publishing, media, the list is limitless). There are several combination
degrees that can be completed with French and most universities encourage students to pick
a language at university or to spend some time abroad as part of their degree. A-Level
languages is a preferred subject choice for many top universities.

Universities widely respect MFL qualifications as proof of the academic ability to study a wide
variety of courses.




