
Art and Design A-LEVEL  

Exam Board: Eduqas 

Specification Code: 601/4891/3 

 

Overview  

By choosing to study for an A-level in art, students will have the opportunity to: 

● Explore intellectual, imaginative, creative and intuitive capabilities through art 

● Study many Art movements such as Surrealism and Cubism 

● Gain experience of working with a broad range of media such as digital 

media, spray paint, photography, experimental photographic processes, 

painting, printmaking and 3- D Design 

● Develop investigative, analytical, experimental, practical, technical and 

expressive skills 

● Gain an aesthetic understanding and critical judgement in developing, refining 

and communicating their own ideas, their own intentions and their own 

personal outcomes. 

● Explore an interest in, enthusiasm for, and enjoyment of art, craft and design 

engaging in visiting to Art galleries and be involved with outside agencies 

such as engaging in workshops  

What you will study 

First year The Personal Investigation consists of two integrated constituent parts: 
1. A major in-depth critical, practical and theoretical investigative portfolio with 
outcomes based on themes and subject matter that have personal 
significance. 
2. An extended written element of 1000 words minimum, which may contain 
images and texts 
Both the practical/theoretical work and the written element will be assessed 
together using the assessment objectives. Learners will be required to select, 
evaluate and present their work for assessment. 

Second 
year 

Part 1: Preparatory study period. The externally set assignment materials are 
to be released to learners in February (of second year of the course) and will 
consist of a series of visual and written stimuli. One of the stimuli is to be 
selected by the learner and used as a starting point from which to elicit a 
personal response. 
They should take the form of critical, practical and theoretical preparatory 
work/supporting studies which inform the resolution of ideas in the 15 hours 
sustained focus study.  
Part 2: 15 hour period of sustained focus work the resolution of learners’ 
ideas from the preparatory work must be completed during the designated 15 
hours and they must show how their planning relates to the outcomes. The 
period of sustained focus work is completed under supervised conditions.  



Both the preparatory work and sustained focus work will be assessed 
together, using the assessment objectives. Learners will be required to select, 
evaluate and present their work for assessment. 

 

Assessment 

 

Year 12 Controlled 
Assessment  Will be based on an investigative project / portfolio of artwork 

and a written element (minimum 1000 words). Assessed 
internally and externally moderated. 

Year 13 Controlled 
Assessments 15-hour final piece under exam conditions.  

 

Skills needed 

Investigative and analytical capabilities 
Imagination and creativity 
Experimental, practical, technical and expressive skills 

Suitable combinations 

English- Maths- IT- Psychology 

Progression to higher education / vocational destinations 

This qualification supports progression into further education, training or 

employment, but specifically in Art and Design related courses for example:  

BA Graphic Design / Illustration / Interior Design / Fine Art / Computational Arts at 

Camberwell College of Arts 

BA Architecture / Culture, Criticism and Curation / Fashion Communication and 

Promotion at Central St. Martins 

Leading to careers in: 

Fashion promotion and design / Fashion designer / Architect / Interior designer / Photo 

Journalist / Lecturer and Teacher Art / Web Developer / Cinematic  

 


