Spanish A-Level

Exam Board: AQA
Specification Code: 7692

Overview

You will be studying aspects of historical, political, social, cultural and technological
change, as well as looking at the diversity of multicultural and Hispanic modern
societies. You will study Hispanic artistic culture, including a focus on Spanish regional
identity and the cultural heritage of past civilisations. You will learn about aspects of
the diverse political landscape of the Hispanic world. You will explore the influence of
the past on present-day Hispanic communities. Throughout your studies, you will learn
the language in the context of Hispanic countries and issues and influences which
have shaped them. You will study texts and film and will have the opportunity to carry
out independent research on an area of your choice.

There will definitely be something that really interests you!

What you will study

First year

Aspects of Hispanic society

Modern and traditional
values

Cyberspace

Equal rights (men and
women, ethnic minorities,
the indigenous, LGBTQ+)

Artistic culture in the Hispanic world

° Modern day idols (Shakira,
Penelope Cruz amongst others)

° Spanish regional identity

° Cultural heritage

Films: Pedro Almodovar ‘ Volver

Second year

Multiculturalism in Hispanic
society

Immigration, Racism, Integration
Aspects of political life in the
Hispanic world

Today’s youth, tomorrow’s
citizens

Monarchies and
dictatorships

Popular movements

Literary texts

You will study a short play from Federico
Garcia Lorca ‘ La Casa de Bernarda
Alba’.




SPEAKING
EXAM:
Individual
research
project (IRP)

You will choose a subject or a key
guestion related to the Hispanich
world. You will research,
summarise and analyse
information. You will present your
research findings in your speaking
exam, followed up by a discussion

Example IRP titles and questions from
previous years:

Was the Cuban Revolution a success?
Drug trafficking in Venezuela and Colombia
Bullfighting in Spain - should it still exist?

about it.
Assessment

Paper 1 How it's assessed - Written exam: 2 hours 30 minutes

Listening, You will be assessed on your comprehension via the listening and reading

reading and | parts of the paper. In the listening, you are in control of the listening file (but

writing you must finish it within the allocated time)
All questions are in Spanish. There are 2 translation tasks from English to
Spanish and vice versa.

Paper 2: How it's assessed - Written exam: 2 hours

Writing You will answer an essay question in Spanish for each of the two works you
will study.

Paper 3: How it's assessed - Oral exam: 21-23 minutes

Speaking There will be a discussion based on a stimulus card, based on the topics

studied throughout the 2 years.
This will be followed by the topic of your Independent Research Project,
which you will present and discuss.

Skills you need to be successful in Spanish A-level

To have studied Spanish at GCSE higher level

A passion for communication and an openness to Hispanic culture

Good knowledge of Spanish grammar and vocabulary

Research and presentation skills (in writing and speaking)

Can critically analyse texts

Linguistic knowledge to facilitate connections between your English and Spanish
General knowledge of world affairs

Suitable combinations

A-Levels in Humanities, Economics, and English. However, a language will suit any subject
combination and will look great to any university.




Progression to higher education / vocational destinations

The UK and the wider world need people with language skills (translation, commerce,
teaching, tourism, publishing, media, the list is limitless). There are several combination
degrees that can be completed with Spanish and most universities encourage students to
pick a language at university or to spend some time abroad as part of their degree. A-Level
languages is a preferred subject choice for many top universities.




