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Overview  

Why study Sociology? Sociology is the study of the modern society in which we live. 

Sociologists look to analyse and interpret human behaviour and how the society in which we 

live influences our social actions and relationships. Sociology is a subject for people with an 

inquisitive mind who are interested in the social world around them. In this subject students 

investigate factors such as crime, media, religion, the family, education, politics, wealth, 

poverty, culture, beliefs and attitudes. 

 

If you are looking to study an academic subject which explores human behaviour and social 

relations in the world today then Sociology is the subject for you.  

 

What you will study 

First year Families and Households: The diversity of contemporary family and 

household structures; changing relationships within the family; changing 

patterns of marriage, cohabitation, separation, divorce; diversity of gender 

roles; domestic labour, power relationships and the ‘darkside’ of the family; 

the nature of childhood and changes in the status of children in the family 

and society. 

Education- The role and functions of the education system; the organisation 
of teaching and learning and the significance of educational policies; how 
home and school factors influence the educational success of pupils from 
different social backgrounds (e.g. different social classes, genders and 
ethnicities) 
Research Methods- quantitative and qualitative methods of research; 
research design, different sources of data, including questionnaires, 
interviews, participant and non-participant observation, experiments, 
documents and official statistics. 
 

Second 
year 

Beliefs in Society: The nature of religious belief and its role in society 
today; differences and similarities between science and religion; the 
relationship between religion and social change; changing beliefs and 
practices and the emergences of new organisations, including cults, sects, 
denominations, and New Age movements; the nature and extent of 
secularisation and the spread of religions. 
Crime and Deviance: Explanations of and patterns of criminal and deviant 
behaviour by ethnicity, gender and social class; globalisation and the rise in 
crime; media as a cause of crime; green crime and state crimes; theories 
and methods of crime reduction and crime control in contemporary society. 
Sociological Theory: the structure of different sociological theories of 
society; the nature of science and the extent to which Sociology can be 
regarded as scientific; the relationship between Sociology and social policy. 



Assessment - 3 x 2 hour examinations 
 

Paper 1: Education with 
Research Methods 

2 hour written exam 
80 marks 
33.3% of A-level 
Short answer and extended writing  

Paper 2: Topics in Sociology 
(Families and Beliefs in 
Society) 

2 hour written exam 
80 marks 
33.3% of A-level 
Extended writing 

Paper 3: Crime and Deviance 
with Theory and Methods 

2 hour written exam 
80 marks 
33.3% of A-level 
Short answer and extended writing 

 

● Extended writing questions vary between 10 marks and 20 and 30 marks.  

 

Skills needed 

Sociology students need high levels of literacy  

You must be able to: 

● remember several studies, theories, facts and figures; 

● learn and apply new sociological terminology; 

● write coherent essays; 

● use evidence to support arguments; 

Sociology may be a suitable choice for you if you perform well in essay - based subjects, 

such as English and the Humanities (Geography, History, RE). 

Suitable combinations 

Due to the varied nature of the course, Sociology combines well with other social 

sciences (such as Psychology) which study research methods and humanities subjects.  

Progression to higher education / vocational destinations 

A Sociology degree and further study can lead to specialising in the following 

areas of Sociology: Social Policy, Social Research, Criminology and Sociology 

Teaching and/or Lecturing, Social work 

Sociology can be useful for the following areas: Education sector, Health and Social 

Care sector, Local Government, working in the Criminal Justice System (e.g. Police, 

Probation service) and Law, Advertising, Marketing. 

Sociology is attractive to employers as students have developed a variety of skills; in 

addition, they have a higher understanding of people and their behaviour which is 

invaluable in many jobs.  

 


