Politics A-Level

Exam Board: Edexcel
Specification Code: 9PL0

Overview

As an A Level, Politics suits those who like to take a critical look at all aspects of the
world around them. It helps to ask fundamental questions of where power lies in our
local, national and global communities and seeks to imagine otherwise. Why do
elections get called? What is ‘human nature’? Why has the UN been unable to take
action to prevent war crimes in Syria? All of these questions will be studied and
debated. What we cover over two years varies; from Brexit, to the impact of Donald
Trump’s presidency, to the inevitable fall of capitalism and victory of communism.

What you will study

First UK Politics Core Ideologies
year 1. Democracy and Participation 1. Liberalism
2. Political parties 2. Conservatism
3. Electoral systems 3. Socialism

4. Voting behaviour and the media
UK Government

1. The Constitution

2. Parliament

3. The PM and Government

4. Relations between the branches

Second | Global Politics Chosen Ideologies
year . Comparative theories 4. Feminism

. The state and globalisation

. Global governance- political

. Global governance- economic

. Global governance- environmental

. Global governance- human rights

. Power and Developments

. Regionalism and the European Union
. Comparative theories
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Assessment - 3 x 2 hour examinations

Component 1: UK Politics + A source question and essay question on UK Politics
Core Ideologies and an essay question on ideology.

Component 2: UK Government | A source question and essay question on UK Politics
+ Optional Ideology and an essay question on ideology.

Component 3: Global Politics Two short answers and two essays

e Extended writing questions vary between 24 marks and 30 marks.
e In addition to the exams, you will also take part in politically related
extra-curricular activities .




Skills needed

Politics students need high levels of literacy and a desire to see the world change in
some way.

You must be able to:

Independently read news stories and follow current affairs

learn and apply new terminology and concepts;

write coherent essays;

use evidence to support arguments;

have opinions on key issues.

Politics may be a suitable choice for you if you perform well in the following GCSE
subjects: History, English in particular, as well as Geography or RE.

Suitable combinations

e Politics combines particularly well with History as there is a lot of crossover that
supports the deeper understanding of both.
The same is true of Geography and Sociology.
The subject is very useful for those wishing to train later in life as a lawyer as it
gives a basic underpinning to the workings of law both in the UK and
internationally.

e Politics could support the study of other A Levels as it allows students to situate
the understanding of their discipline within the current political context. We need a
few more doctors who have studied Politics!

Progression to higher education / vocational destinations

An A’ level or degree in Politics can be useful for the following areas:

Becoming a lawyer, a political activist, a journalist, working for an NGO or charity in the
UK or around the world.

An A’ level or degree in Politics is attractive to employers as students have
developed a variety of analytical and presentational skills — in particular an awareness of
the political context in which we all live.

A Politics degree and further study can lead to specialising in the following areas:
Politics, Parliamentary Studies, International Relations, Parliamentary Studies, Political
Ideas, Comparative Politics, Social Theory, Sociology, Political Economy, Development
Studies / Developmental Economics, History of Political Thought.




