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Overview  

As an A Level, History suits those who enjoy exploring the past with a critical eye. 

The courses taught at Oaklands equip students with a range of tools to understand 

not only the past but the present. In our breadth study of Russia (1855-1964) we will 

explore assassinations (successful and failed), ideas, revolutions, terror and war. 

Within our in-depth study of Modern Britain we will seek to understand the 

developments, big and small, of the country in the second half of the 20th century. If 

you want to know where Brexit came from, let’s begin in 1945… 

The Non-Examined Assessment will allow students to explore the terror of the 

system of British Slavery and its legacies within the Caribbean and Britain.  

 

What you will study 

First 
year 

Component 1H: Tsarist and Communist Russia 1855-1964 
1. Trying to preserve autocracy, 1855–1894 
2. The collapse of autocracy, 1894–1917 

Component 2S : The Making of Modern Britain 1951-2007   
1. The Affluent Society, 1951–1964 
2. The Sixties, 1964–1970. 
3. The end of Post-War Consensus, 1970–1979 

NEA: British – Jamaican Relations: 
1. What happened to British Slavery in the Caribbean between 1760 and 1870? 
2. When did the profitability of the ‘West Indies’ trades 
3. When was the turning point for the conditions for the enslaved between 1760 and 
1870? 
4. When was the turning point for resistance between 1760 and 1870? 
5. When was the turning point for race between 1760 and 1870? 

Second 
year 

Component 1H: Tsarist and Communist Russia 1855-1964 
3. The emergence of Communist dictatorship, 1917–1941  

4. The Stalinist dictatorship and reaction, 1941–1964 

Component 2S : The Making of Modern Britain 1951-2007   
4. The impact of Thatcherism, 1979–1987  
5. Towards a new Consensus, 1987–1997  
6. The Era of New Labour, 1997–2007 

NEA: British – Jamaican Relations: 
Complete in the first term. 

 

Assessment - 2 x 2.5 hour examinations + Coursework Essay. 

Component 1: Tsarist and Communist 
Russia 1855-1964 (Breadth Paper) 

2 essays plus anther on unseen 
interpretations 

Component 2: The Making of Modern 
Britain 1951-2007  (Depth Paper) 

2 essays plus another on unseen sources 



Component 3: British – Jamaican 
Relations 1715-1815 
Non Examined Assessment 
(Coursework) 

A 4000 word essay using independent 
research, sources and interpretations on the 
extent and nature of change / continuity.  

 

● Extended writing questions vary between 24 marks and 30 marks.  

● In addition to the exams, you will also take part in politically related extra-

curricular activities . 

 

Skills needed 

History students need high levels of literacy and a desire to see the world change in 

some way. 

You must be able to: 

● independently read historical articles and research  

● write coherent essays 

● use sources of evidence effectively to support arguments 

● analyse and evaluate historical interpretations of the past 

● recall and use examples across different time periods 

● have opinions on key debates about the past. 

History may be a suitable choice for you if you perform well in your History GCSE and/or 

English. We have in the past accepted hard-working students on to the course who did 

not study History GCSE however this is a notable disadvantage. 

Suitable combinations 

● History combines particularly well with Politics as there is a lot of crossover that 

supports the deeper understanding of both.   

● Students studying English are also served well by studying History The subject is 

very useful for those wishing to train later in life as a lawyer as it equips students 

with the key skills to evaluate sources of evidence and interpretations.  

Progression to higher education / vocational destinations 

Useful for the following areas: Becoming a lawyer, a journalist, an author, a historian, 

a teacher or a political activist among other professions. 

Attractive to employers as students have developed a variety of analytical and 

research skills in working with evidence, research and interpretations.  

Further study can lead to specialising in the following areas: History, World History, 

History of Political Thought. 

 


