English A-Level

Exam Board: OCR
Specification Code: H472

Overview

English A Level builds on the best elements of the GCSE, creating a bridge between
Year 11 and university that will help students become intelligent and articulate
readers, writers and thinkers. Students will study a range of genres, including
Shakespeare, Victorian, Dystopian, Post-Colonial and Feminist literature. There are
two exams and a piece of coursework.

What you will study

First year

Victorian Literature
- Ibsen’s A Doll’s House
- Rossetti’s Selected Poetry

Dystopian Literature
- Orwell’'s 1984
- Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale

Second year

Adichie’s Half of a Yellow Sun and Hansberry’s Les Blancs
Duffy’s The World’s Wife

Shakespeare’s Hamlet

Assessment

Paper 1. Drama and 1. Shakespeare’s Hamlet
Poetry pre-1900 2. Ibsen’s A Doll’s House
3. Rossetti’s Selected Poems
Paper 2: Dystopian 1. Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale
Literature 2. Orwell's 1984
3. Arange of Dystopian literature from 1895 to 2017
Coursework: 1. Comparing Adichie’s Half of a Yellow Sun and

Hansberry’s Les Blancs
Students choose their own question — some this year have
included depictions of race, colonisation, empire, trauma
and relationships.
2. Close analysis of Duffy’s The World’s Wife

Skills needed




The ability to discuss, explore, read, write and think deeply. You must be prepared
to read in your own time.

Suitable combinations

English Literature A Level goes well with any other subject, but there are some
overlaps with History, Politics and Psychology.

*History:

English A Level requires you to consider texts in context (particularly Victorian
Britain).

*Politics:

Dystopian Literature.

How literature can be used as a form of protest.

Political and social context of each text.

*Psychology:

Psychoanalytical readings of each text.

How are war and trauma depicted in literature?

Progression to higher education / vocational destinations

*It is a Russell Group ‘facilitating subject’

*You will study minimum eight texts — this will set you up well for university and
beyond

*Universities will know you can write a good essay (also useful for science and
medicine degrees)

*You will consider ‘big questions’ that link to a range of subjects




